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I take pleasure in presenting this lessen on the mest impertant
subject, OBEDIENT FAITH. I shall give many scriptural references, semese
of which I shall quote; but time being limited, I shall net be able te
quete all in their entirety. These I hope you will write down, and read
for yourself, frem your own Bible, that you will know if the things we

preach are true.

First, I want te call your attention te the power of example, All

ions have their heroes, legendary and historical characters whose lives

handed down from generation to generation, as examples of and for the
greatness of their people. These heroes play an impertant part in the
education ef the people, either for good, or for bad. The world knows the
pewer of example. The’recerée& lives of the worldly great have an in-
fluence on the heart of youth, as he reads them, and longs te be like his
hero.
God, too, knows the power of example to instruct the human heart.
The inspired writers of the Bible peoint out long lists ef examples of the
heroes of faith--men who devoted their lives to setting examples of the
power of faith in Ged. Paul, in Hebrews the eleventh chapter, names an
gl honor roll of men who acted by faith. |
It is a great mistake to think that the trials and tribulations we
endure here in this world are greater than, or different from those which
men have always endured. Histery is a repetition of itself. I would like
to read I Corinthians 10:13, where Paul says, quote: "There hath no temp-
tation taken youj but such as is common te man." Unquete. And, I Peter
4:12: "Beleoved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is

te try you, as theugh some strange thing happened unte you."

The hewoes of faith encourage us; they stand upon the peaks, with.
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palms of their hands, beckoning unto us. Their lives assure us that
they travedled the same road as we; they encountered the same ebstacles;
they had the same trials that we have. They say te us, "We wen the victery

by faith." Thus, se can we. I

%

God's plan for saving the human‘has been the same in all ages. Walk
through the sorrowing centuries--2,500 years, from bloamingﬁEéen, te
trembling Sinai--and God's plan was, Hear God, never deublt him! And frem
Sinai to Calvary, the plan is the same: Hear Ged, never falter, believe
on the Lerd! And from Calvary to now, and until the end of time, the
plan shall be, Believe believe, believel

Let us turn, now, to Hebrews the eleventh chapter, where Paul gives
us a powerful essay on the value of faith. First, he defines the werd:
"Fgith,"” he says, "is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen." Faith, he goes on, enables us te understand that
"the worlds were framed by the word of Ged", a thing that might require
something beyond the human capacity to understand, were it not for faith.
In fact, says Paul,"without faith it is impessible te please him, for he
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him.%

This statement cevers the crux of the whole matter--the one indispen-
sgble thing which is essential to an understanding of God: '"He that
cometh to God must believe that he is." The whole thing, then, rests on
faith! What a simple solution, fer the lost soul in the depths of despair
Believe! For the mother, whose child has died: Believe! For the soul lost
in sin, whose eyes are opened, and his heart cries out for the truth: ~Bmds-
believel

To take Ged at his word, trustingly, unquestionably, te submit one's

gself to his will--that is faith. It requires an effort, without a doubt,
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in these days ef tremendous strides by men in the realm of science, in
the understanding of the universe, and the mysteries of its depths. But
there comes a é@int where men's understanding stops--where science ne
longer can answer--where doubt and uncertaint¥ make chaes ef the wisdom
of the human mindl. That'is the time for faith--and the smarter the man,
the more foreefully he realizes this fact. Our greatest scientists assert
that at the end of their researches, they come te an impasse: and then be-
gins faithl

"Abel," says Paul, in Hebrews eleven, "offered unto Ged a more ex-
cellent sacrifié;? than Cain,™ because of faith; and by faith, ®Enech
was translated that he should not see death." "By faith," he goes on,
"Néah prepared an ark, to the saving of his house." God had said that
there would be a floed that would destroy the earth; certainky, it teok
considerable faith to go ahead with the building of a huge ark, and en-
dure the fﬁn-making of the masses, to carry out in full detail the Lord's
instructions, and thus save the world the seed of generations te come!

Abraham acted by faith, Paul says, when he went, at God's command,
to a strange land, not knowing where he was going, er why. Aind by faith,
Abraham's wife, Salah, received strength to conceive, and bare a son, when
she was long past the age. This case of Abraham and his wife will bear
elaboration, for they were the parents of a great nation--the chosen
people of the Lerd. God said to Abraham,"get thee out ef thy country, and
from thy kindred, and frem thy father's house, unte a land that I will shew
thee; and I will make thee a great nation." (Genesis 12:1,2)

Paul says about Abraham, in this case, "he obeyed,...not knowing
whither he went." It wasGod leading, and ibraham walked by faith. all

of Abraham's natural instincts must have been against going out of his

father's country, and the land where he had been reared, and geing inte a
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strange land. He was leaving the fertile valley of Mesepetamia, the
house of his childhood, and going, blindly, into strange country. But
"he obeyed." Every step was by faith, for, according te Paul, he looked
for a city whose builder and maker was Gedl! k

But Ged had yet a test of ibraham's faith. Abraham had been promised
that through him, all the seed of the earth should be blessed. But, one
morning, Ged commended Abraham fetake his son--his only son--up inte
the mountains, and offer him up as a burnt offering. Abraham did not hesi-
tate. Drastic as the command wss, he evidently believed, as Paul says,
that God would raise up Isaac from the dead, se as to fulfill his promise
te him. At any rate, he got up early, split the wood for the burnt offer-
ing, took Isaac and two other young men as helpers, and started for the
mountains. This account is in Genesgés 22:1-13. God, at the last
minute, when it was evident that Abraham was going to obey the Lord, and
offer up his son as a sacrifice, stopped the offering, and substituted a
ram instead.

This, indeed, was faith! Hew natural that Abraham sheould love this
only son of his old age--he was one hundred yesrs old, and his wife, Sarah,
was ninety at the birth of Isaac. This, téo, was the child of promise:
"Through }hy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." How
)))))) could he leave posterity, if he offered up his only hegotten son?

But Abraham arese early in the morning, gathered the little company
together and set out on the three days' journey. Can we not feel someth-
ing of the great wave of sorrow that overflowedthe soul of Abraham, on this
tollsome road of death? He could not tell Isaac, of course, er his wife,
Sarah, of the sad purpese of their journey. Abraham beore it all in silence,
faith finfaltering sustaining him. Isaac, seeing the wood, and the fire
for the burnt éffering, asked his father, "But where is the lamb for the

purnt offeoring? " Kbraham answered, sorrowfully, "The Lerd will provide



himself a lamb."

Se he built an altar, laid the wood on it, and seized his‘sﬁn, bound
him, and laid him upon the wood ef the burnt offering. Then he took his
knife, and was just ready te plunge it inte the heart of his son, when God
stopped him. And Abraham loocked, and close by, a ram was caught in the
thicket, and Abraham offered it up for a burnt eoffering, instead of his
son. God, then, blessed Abraham, and promised him that because of his faith,
in his seed all the nations of the earth weuld be blessed.

Now I want to quote another passage of scripture concerning Abraham,
which has a singular meaning. It is James 2:21-24: "Was not Abraham, eut
father, justified by works,when he had offered up Isaaé, his sen, upon the
altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by faith was werks
made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled, which said, Abraham believe
God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the
friend of God. Ye see then hew that by works a man is Justified, and net
by faith only."

This passage, combined with that of Hebrews 11:17, effers an enlighten-
" ing Biblical view of faith. Fatth is necessary, to be sure., But to have
faith without obedience is of no value! By faith Abraham obeyed. "Faith"
and "obey"! These two words contain the whole duty of man. Let us follow,
for a moment, the formula of Abraham's experience: In the first place,
Abraham HEARD the word of the Lord. He BELIEVED it--believed that God
meant it when he said that through him, all the nations of the world would
be blessed--believed, when he realized that the very fact that God had
given a cemmand, left no room for disobedience. Thisd, Abraham proceeded
to OBEY the veice of the Lerd. Do da Gt g;;g;ct

This is Ged's perfect example of justification by faith. There is ne

possibllity of minunderstanding it. If is the same plan that has always
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prevailed, from the beginning of time, until now: Hear God, believe,
and obey!

Faith is, indeed, a powerful offensive weapon, and a streng bulwark
of defense. Threugh faith in God, Damiel held at bay a den full of liens,
hungry fer human bleod; through fuith, Shagrach, Mescharh, and Abed-nego
were delivered from the fiery furnace. Through faith, Neah "prepared an
ark, to the saving of his house,Q\\Qhen God determined te destroy the
earth by water, because of its wickedness.

Now, let us look at the example of Noah. The account is contained
in the sizth chapter of Genesis. The population of the earth had multi-
plied exccedingly, and had grewn so wicked that "every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually." Only Noah and his three
sons, and their wives, found favor inthe sight of God, and se God command-
ed Noah to build an ark to save them from destruction. Alse te be saved
in the ark whre two of every living thing, so that the seed would not
be destroyed.

New Ged told Neah exactly how to make this ark--the kind of wood fer
its construction, how long, how wide, how high to make it; how many starigéff
the number of openings, and what to take into it. Thus, Ged was the arch-
itect of this project, and his word was law.%kN@ah was obedient=unte Ged.
"Thus did Noah, according te all that God commanded him, so did he."
(Genesis 6:14).

Suppoese that Noah had been like some people today--dissatisfied with
the commands of God! God said, "Make the ark of gopher wood." Suppose
Noah had prefereed oak, or pine, God said, "the length of the ark shall be
three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the heights of
it thirty cubits." Suppose Noah had fancied himself a better ship-builder
than God, and had decided te make it FOUR hundred cubits long, SIXTY cubits

wifle, and FORTH cubits high. Make it with "lower, second, and third stories,?’
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e said God. Suppese Noah had decided thet TWO stories would be enough!

But Noah had faith in Ged, and he did exactly as Ged cemmanded. Every
stroke of the hammer was a stroke of faith; every beam put in the ark was
put there by faith; the door in the side, and the window "finished a cubit
above," all were by faith. Here we have the eternal plan of God again,
as it occurs again and again in the scriptures: God speaking; man hear -
ing, and obeying. This is the attitude of faith; here is the trust in
God that wins the victory.

In the garden of Eden, while Adam and Eve were in direct contactk
and cenversation with God, faith was unnecessary. Knowledge was there
in its stead--direct knowledge of Ged. Man was then a perfect soul,
created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). God was well plezsed with
him handiwork; he "saw every thing thatﬁﬁ;d made, and, behold, it was
very good." (Genesis 1:31.) But Adam sinned, and "through one man, sin
entered inte the'world, and death through sin; and so, death passed unto
all men, for that all sinned." (ROMAaNS 5:12)

Being expelled from the garden, because of disobedience, Adam and Eve
lost direct communication with God. From that time on, their descendants
have had te rely on faith for their knowledge of God. And every human be-
ing who has lived since Adam has had tendencies toward sin, in opposition
to the divine law; all possess a corrupted nature, which is the nature of
sin. It was this sinful nature for which Christ gave himself as sacrifice
for atonement. These things we know by feith-~"the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.'

And faith comes by hearing ahe word of God. This is where the preacher
vecomes an important part of God's plan of salvation. "Hew can they hear
without a preacher?" askes,the apostle, "And how shall he preazch unless

he be sent?" The preacher can be the agent of the Holy Spirit in carrying
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the gospel te every nation, and can wiéld the "sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God." (Ephesians 6:17) He '"must not shun to declare" the
gospel of Christ; and he must know his subject thoroughly, through sincere
study of the word. HNothing can hurt the speead of the gospel more than

a preacher who is confused, and uncertain, or is inconsistent in his afgu-
ments. On the other hand, nothing can be more instrumental in bringing
sould to Christ, than a preacher who is so full of the faith that, in his
very soul, he knows he is f"h.a\ncu.ing aright the word of nruth.” (2 Timothy
2:15).

Humans are basically religious; every race, no matter how primitive,
have their concepts of God, and a life in the hear-after. Man is thirsty
for the knowledge of God, but he cannot trﬁly be religious, until he has
come into & living relationship with God, through faith. This can be ac-
complished throughithe "teaching' which was commanded by Christ; it can-
not be "felt," or "sensed." "Canst thou by sesrching find out God?" (Job
11:7.) 'We speak,”™ aaid Paul, "not in the words which men's wisdom teach-
eth." (I Corinthians 2:13.)

Man's reasoning faculties do not assure him of the existence of God,
because his reasoning power is not ecual to such a takk. But the FACT
of the existence of God is a basic truth! The scriptures themselves doyiﬁ
not attempt to prove that there is a God, but they do assert: "The fear
of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; but fools despise wisdom and
instruction.™ (Proverbs 1:7,8.) Paul recognized, too, that men could never,
of themselfes, conceive of thingspertaining to the spirit. "The natural
man," he wrote, '"receiveth not the things of the spirit of Ged, fa they
are foolishness unto him." (I Corinthians 2:14.)

But the realization of the existence of "a higher power™, is basic

in the very nature of man. He cringes in fear of the unknown; he looks
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instinctively up into the heavens for guidance, fbr revroof, for aid.
Even when he says in his heart, "There is noc God,” he is asserting God's
existence in the very breath he inhales! The fact that he has 2 mind

the point, is proof that a supreme being game him

oty

Whﬁﬁ distress covers his soul, something whispers, "I will 1ifs%
up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. By help cometh
from the Lérd,“ (Psalms lEl:l,Z{) He instinctively fears the vengeance
of God fa his misdoings. "Whither shall I flee from thy presence?® he
cries; "If I ascend ud into heaven, thou art there: If I make my bed in
hades, behold, thou art there. If I teke the wings of the morning, and
dwell in the uttermost parts of the ses, even there shall thy hand lead
me, &nd thy right hand shall hold me." (Psalms 139:7-11)

It is ndt necessary, then, to teach men God; we must teach them the
ONE true and living God! We must teach them of Christ, the Messiazh, the
Son of God, the Savior of men! We must teach them of his death on the cross
as the great atonement for our sins! We must teach them the gospel of
Christ, which has revealed the commands of God for our salvation!

Then, "he that believeth, and is vaptized, shall be saved!" Faith!
Faith in the truth of the gospel--foith and trust in God's word! We are
told that those who believe shall be saved. But something else is added:
baptism. Our faith has prompted us to repent--to change our sinful ways;
it has prompted us to confess Christ as being the son of God; and it
has prompted us to be baptized, because we are told that it is for the
remission of our sins. But even that is not enough. All through our lives,
after we have become Christians, we shall need faithl

There will be trials and tribulations which will beset us; there will

be temptations to bear. There will be times when the futrue will look
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dark. Then, through feaith, we can locok toward heaven, "from whence
cometh our help." Through faith we will continue steadfastly in the apo-
stles' doctrine. Then, when the end has come, we may, through faith,
be able te say: "I have kept the feith; I have fought a good ﬁight.
Therefore, there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord
will give me on the last day."

S0, "let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily heset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before
us, looking unto Jesus; the author and finisher of our faith; who, for the
Jjoy that was set before him, endured:the cross, despising the shame, and
is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 12:1,2.)

Thus, with N@éh, with Abraham, with Isaac, and the rest of the

saints, the children of God, may, with God's help achieve the victorie@“ﬁw

of Faithi ;
i ~
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We invite you to attend the services of the Church of Christkin your

community today. There you will hear the gospel in word and in song, and

I assure you that kksxr you will be no stranger there.




